
English 111: Composition and Rhetoric I Winter 2021-2022

Professor: Mrs. Sorina Riddle

Email: sriddle@coker.edu

Course Texts:

● Required: Colombo, Gary, Robert Cullen, and Bonnie Lisle (eds.). Rereading America:
Cultural Contexts for Critical Thinking and Writing. 11th Ed. Boston: Bedford/St.
Martin‘s, 2019

See the Redshelf link for the textbook.

● Recommended: Lunsford, Andrea A. EasyWriter, 7th ed., Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2019

Introduction:

My name is Sorina Riddle. I have an M.A. in English from the University of Tennessee. I have
been teaching first-year writing for 16 years and have been at Coker for the last 9 years.

The opportunity to work with undergraduate students and help them meet their goals is the main
reason I came to Coker. Seeing students succeed is the best part of teaching. I hope to help you
learn how to improve your writing, but you will need to make time for this class and you will
need to always bring your best effort. I look forward to getting to know each of you!

Contact information:

You can best reach me by e-mail at sriddle@coker.edu. I am not on campus this semester.

Flexibility, in terms of time management, is the most positive aspect of online instruction.
However, please keep in mind that I am not available 24/7. Nevertheless, I check email several
times during the day Monday-Friday, and I read discussions regularly. In general, I grade or post
new information once or twice a week. It is up to you to follow the readings and the assignments
from week to week. Most homework will be due on Thursdays and Sundays.

If you have questions, please send an email, and I will respond as soon as I can within 48 hours.

One final note: In this class, our writing and correspondence is professional. Therefore, do not
address me as "Hey." Your email should begin with: Professor Riddle. Discussion posts should
also reflect your professional persona.



Course Description and Objectives:

English 111 is the first half of the required two-course sequence in composition for first year
students. This course introduces students to the modes of writing, with an emphasis on
exposition and argumentation.  This course also reviews basic processes of composing:
inventing, planning, drafting, and revising.  Students will learn how to develop ideas in a clear
and logical manner, communicate their ideas coherently to their intended audience, and write in a
correct and effective way.  In addition to several in-class essays and short papers, students will
learn the techniques and conventions of academic research.  Fiction and non-fiction readings will
provide discussion material and starting points for their writing.

● Fulfill final exam requirements for the course:  the ability to write a short essay that
supports a thesis and offers evidence, and follows the conventions of Standard Written
English

Outcomes are what students should be able to do as a result of completing First-Year
Writing. Please read these carefully.

Rhetorical Knowledge

Rhetorical knowledge is the ability to analyze contexts and audiences and then to act on that
analysis in comprehending and creating texts.  Rhetorical knowledge is the basis of composing.
Writers develop rhetorical knowledge by negotiating purpose, audience, context, and
conventions as they compose a variety of texts for different situations.

By the end of first-year composition, students should

● Learn and use key rhetorical concepts through analyzing and composing a variety of texts
● Gain experience reading and composing in several genres to understand how genre

conventions shape and are shaped by readers’ and writers’ practices and purposes
● Develop facility in responding to a variety of situations and contexts calling for

purposeful shifts in voice, tone, level of formality, design, medium, and/or structure
● Understand and use a variety of technologies to address a range of audiences
● Match the capacities of different environments (e.g., print and electronic) to varying

rhetorical situations

Critical Thinking, Reading, and Composing

Critical thinking is the ability to analyze, synthesize, interpret, and evaluate ideas, information,
situations, and texts. When writers think critically about the materials they use—whether print
texts, photographs, data sets, videos, or other materials—they separate assertion from evidence,



evaluate sources and evidence, recognize and evaluate underlying assumptions, read across texts
for connections and patterns, identify and evaluate chains of reasoning, and compose
appropriately qualified and developed claims and generalizations. These practices are
foundational for advanced academic writing.

By the end of first-year composition, students should

● Use composing and reading for inquiry, learning, critical thinking, and communicating in
various rhetorical contexts

● Read a diverse range of texts, attending especially to relationships between assertion and
evidence, to patterns of organization, to the interplay between verbal and nonverbal
elements, and to how these features function for different audiences and situations

● Locate and evaluate (for credibility, sufficiency, accuracy, timeliness, bias and so on)
primary and secondary research materials, including journal articles and essays, books,
scholarly and professionally established and maintained databases or archives, and
informal electronic networks and internet sources

● Use strategies—such as interpretation, synthesis, response, critique, and
design/redesign—to compose texts that integrate the writer's ideas with those from
appropriate sources

Processes

Writers use multiple strategies, or composing processes, to conceptualize, develop, and finalize
projects.  Composing processes are seldom linear: a writer may research a topic before drafting,
then conduct additional research while revising or after consulting a colleague. Composing
processes are also flexible: successful writers can adapt their composing processes to different
contexts and occasions.

By the end of first-year composition, students should

● Develop a writing project through multiple drafts
● Develop flexible strategies for reading, drafting, reviewing, collaborating, revising,

rewriting, rereading, and editing
● Use composing processes and tools as a means to discover and reconsider ideas
● Experience the collaborative and social aspects of writing processes
● Learn to give and to act on productive feedback to works in progress
● Adapt composing processes for a variety of technologies and modalities
● Reflect on the development of composing practices and how those practices influence

their work

Knowledge of Conventions



Conventions are the formal rules and informal guidelines that define genres, and in so doing,
shape readers’ and writers’ perceptions of correctness or appropriateness. Most obviously,
conventions govern such things as mechanics, usage, spelling, and citation practices. But they
also influence content, style, organization, graphics, and document design.

Conventions arise from a history of use and facilitate reading by invoking common expectations
between writers and readers. These expectations are not universal; they vary by genre
(conventions for lab notebooks and discussion-board exchanges differ), by discipline
(conventional moves in literature reviews in Psychology differ from those in English), and by
occasion (meeting minutes and executive summaries use different registers). A writer’s grasp of
conventions in one context does not mean a firm grasp in another. Successful writers understand,
analyze, and negotiate conventions for purpose, audience, and genre, understanding that genres
evolve in response to changes in material conditions and composing technologies and attending
carefully to emergent conventions.

By the end of first-year composition, students should

● Develop knowledge of linguistic structures, including grammar, punctuation, and
spelling, through practice in composing and revising

● Understand why genre conventions for structure, paragraphing, tone, and mechanics vary
● Gain experience negotiating variations in genre conventions
● Learn common formats and/or design features for different kinds of texts
● Explore the concepts of intellectual property (such as fair use and copyright) that

motivate documentation conventions
● Practice applying citation conventions systematically in their own work

Written assignments that assess learning objectives above:

❖ 2 mandatory papers

● paper lengths: 3-4 pages, 4-6 pages
● 2 drafts and 2 optional conferences in Virtual Classroom

❖ 5 Discussion Forums- 1 primary post and 2 secondary posts each week
❖ TED talk PowerPoint Presentation
❖ Final exam

❖ Grade distribution:
● Paper 1- Rhetorical analysis- 25%
● Paper 2- Argument- 25%
● Discussion Forums- 25%
● TED talk Presentation- 10%
● Final exam- 15%



Evaluation for essays:

Comments on written work will consider the following aspects of writing in the context of the
specific assignment:  purpose, content, expression, organization, development of ideas,
mechanics, and maturity of thought.

I do not have a point system but instead, I grade holistically, which means in general, I consider:

⅓ for grammar, spelling, and punctuation

⅓ for the organization of the essay

⅓ for content

“A” (90-100) Writing attempts and is successful in achieving a sophisticated and original
discussion.  The thesis reflects the complexity of thought and is thoroughly developed in the
discussion.  Style is creative and suited to the discussion.

“B” (80-89) Writing attempts original thesis and discussion with uneven success. The essay
shows some complexity of ideas, though it may not maintain the same degree of complication
throughout.  Overall, this is a very carefully written paper—especially mechanics.

“C” (70-79) Writing meets requirements adequately—that is, there is a thesis with explanation
and some support.  Mechanics are sound, though there may be errors.  Problems: the fullness of
explanation; apt examples.

“D” (60-69) Writing fails to meet the minimum requirements of the assignment. There is an
incoherent discussion and serious problems at the sentence level. Nevertheless, the writer
demonstrates an attempt to fulfill the assignment.

“F” (below 60) Writing fails to meet the requirements of the assignment. The writing is
incoherent and there are unacceptable problems at the sentence level. The writer does not seem
to have made an attempt to fulfill the requirements of the assignment.

“D” and “F” papers will be considered unsatisfactory for college-level writing.



Procedures.

● Start by reading the Syllabus Information, and other sections in the navigation panel on
the left of your screen.  You are responsible for knowing this information.

● Assignments are listed under each week. Note the due dates for each assignment. An
essay may be assigned Week 4, but the forum for turning it in may be in Week 5.

● Access Blackboard regularly.
● Check your email for information and announcements
● Organize your time. Reading and writing take time. Allow plenty of opportunities to

write and revise prior to posting on Discussions or submitting your essays.
● This class has five weeks, and the expectation is that you read the assigned materials

each week, then comment on the discussion questions throughout the week, and
write two papers and one presentation.

○ A traditional 16-week writing class requires 2 1/2 hours of seat time plus a
minimum of 6-9 hours of work outside of class. We are doing similar work in a
fraction of that time. Know that you will need to devote a minimum of 10-12
hours per week to this writing class.

○ The class is divided by weeks, and the week runs Monday through Sunday
night. Usually, but not always, there will be an assignment due on Thursdays
and an assignment due on Sunday night.

Course Policies:

Attendance works differently for an online course since you work at your own pace.
Usually, you will have a week to complete the assignments. For Discussion questions/forums,
you will need to comment throughout the week to achieve the maximum points awarded. The
forums will be graded on the word count as well as on the quality of your contribution in writing.
If you show effort in being coherent and extensive in your writing, then your grade will be better
than if you throw something together with many errors of spelling and grammar. These forums
are your way of participating, so write as if you were to turn it in as homework. No
abbreviations, no half sentences. See the page below as well as the tab called Discussion
Forums for the rules.

Drafts: You will have to submit a draft in the discussion forums that your peers and myself can
comment on. I will give you feedback on the draft, but also consider using the Writer's Studio for
review and help with brainstorming and documentation, whether in person or online for review.

Writer’s Studio: Here is the link: https://coker.mywconline.com/ You will have to create an
account and then upload your paper for review.

IF YOU USE THE WRITER'S STUDIO, I WILL AWARD 5 EXTRA POINTS FOR EACH
PAPER.

https://coker.mywconline.com/


These peer tutors are constantly being trained in reviewing papers and making appropriate
suggestions. They will not fix your grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Papers will be typed in 12 size Font in Times New Roman style and will be submitted
via the link provided. SafeAssign is the plagiarism program that shows me the percentage of
information copied from anywhere on the internet. Sometimes the program notices quotes or
coincidental information, so I check every single paragraph to make sure it is a true case of
plagiarism and not coincidental. That means you should not copy something and leave it not
cited. Always put quotation marks if it is not your own work. Should you be found to have
plagiarized even one sentence, the punishment will be an F for the course and a Dean's report on
your transcript.

Late papers will lose credit and may not be accepted without a reasonable explanation.

You must turn into Blackboard only Word Documents.

If you work in Google Drive, export your Google document into a Word document
on your desktop, and then upload that document into Blackboard.

Do not upload a PDF document either because I like to make comments on the
papers in BB, and PDFs don’t allow that.

The rule is simple: if it is not in Blackboard, it is a zero. I do not accept Google
documents shared unless there is a realistic explanation for it.

Even if you share it this way, you ultimately have to turn it into Blackboard, or
your grade is not guaranteed.

I am also always available in Google Hangouts if you have questions before, during, or after
writing a paper. If the Virtual Classroom doesn't work for you, we can switch to Google
Hangouts or Google Meet.

Due Dates: All assignments must be submitted to Blackboard by the due date. Requests
for extensions must be made prior to the due date. Students must submit all assignments and
pass the final exam to receive a passing grade for this course. If you do not submit one of
the two papers you will fail the class automatically.

Virtual Classroom is where we will meet to chat before each of the two papers are due,
once I have had a chance to review your draft. You will make an appointment during the week,
and come prepared to ask questions. These are optional.

Title IX and Reporting of Discrimination and Sexual
Harassment



As a recipient of Federal Funds, Coker University is required to comply with Title IX
legislation, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in educational programs or
activities, admission, and employment.

Coker’s Commitment to Equality Equal access to educational experiences is an important
part of the Coker experience. If you feel you have been discriminated against based on your
sex, gender, gender identity/expression, or sexual orientation, or if you have experienced
sexual harassment, misconduct, or violence, we encourage you to report this to a member of
the Coker Community.

What is Sexual Harassment? Sexual harassment is unwelcome conduct of a sexual nature,
including unwelcome sexual advances and requests for sexual favors. Sexual violence is a
form of sexual harassment and includes sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence,
rape, sexual battery, sexual coercion, and sexual exploitation.

Who Can I Talk to? While faculty and staff are happy to listen to your concerns, please be
mindful of how much you wish to disclose since all Coker faculty and staff members are
‘mandatory reporters.’ This means that if they are made aware of potential discrimination,
harassment, misconduct, or violence that has occurred involving any Coker student, staff, or
faculty member, they are required by law to report it to Coker’s Title IX Officer. This includes
incidents that occur on campus or at an off-campus Coker-sponsored event or activity in the
recent present or in the past. Of course, you may also contact Coker University’s Title IX
Coordinator, Julia Rowland (843-383-8007) directly. At any time that you fear for your
immediate safety, contact Campus Safety (843-383-8140) or dial 911.

Confidential Reporting If you wish to talk with someone who is better able to keep your
information confidential, please visit or call Coker’s Counseling Services (843-383-8040)
or Coker’s Student Health Services (843-383-8141).

Additional information is located under the Title IX section on the Coker website:
https://www.coker.edu/about-coker/offices-services/campus-safety/title-ix/.

Computer requirements:

To be successful in this class, a student must have reliable and regular access to Blackboard, the
ability to create Word / PDF/ Google documents, and the ability to create a basic presentation
using either Powerpoint, Prezi, or some other presentation software.

You also must have a reliable WIFI connection and a reliable computer or iPad to work on.

Learning Support Services:
(From the Coker University Student Handbook)



Reasonable accommodations will be provided for qualified students with documented physical,
sensory, learning or psychiatric disabilities that require assistance to fully participate in this class.
If a student has a disability that will likely need some accommodation by the instructor, the
student should contact Robin Richardson in the Learning Support Services Office (ext. 8021,
rrichardson@coker.edu) or Jennifer Rhodes at jrhodes@coker.edu to provide the necessary
documentation.

We cannot ask you if you have a disability, but if you reach out to me, I can point you to the right
resources that can help you, and that goes for accommodations as well.

No accommodations can be made without documentation from LSS.  The student is solely
responsible for contacting Robin Richardson or Jennifer Rhodes.

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:

From the Coker University Student Handbook:

“Academic dishonesty includes cheating, plagiarism, or failing to appropriately cite sources.
Any form of academic dishonesty is wholly incompatible with the Coker University Student
Covenant, the Mission of the University, and generally understood standards of ethical academic
behavior.  Academic dishonesty is among the most serious of violations that might be committed
at the university; for that reason, penalties for academic dishonesty may include:

●     penalties assessed to the assignment, or

●     penalties assessed to the course grade, or

●     suspension or expulsion from the University

In cases of academic dishonesty, I will take direct action or refer the matter to the Office of
the Provost to arrange review by an academic hearing panel composed of members serving
on the Student Development Committee of the Faculty Senate.  Should an instructor choose
to take direct action, he/she should inform both the student and the Office of the Provost.
The Office of the Provost maintains a record of all reported academic dishonesty cases and
multiple offenses may result in additional penalties.  A student who believes a penalty has
been unduly or unfairly assessed may appeal by way of the grade appeal process
articulated in this section.

Cheating: A student is guilty of cheating when he/she wrongfully gives, takes, or receives
unauthorized assistance or information in the preparation of academic work to be submitted for



course credit, or in fulfillment of a University requirement, including re-purposing material from
another assignment or course without providing proper attribution by citing the original content.

Plagiarism: A student is guilty of plagiarism when he/she submits work purporting to be his/her
own, but which in fact, borrows ideas, organization, wording, or anything else from other sources
— a published article, a chapter of a book, a friend’s paper, etc. — without appropriate source
acknowledgement.  Plagiarism, as a form of cheating, also includes employing or allowing
another person to alter or revise the academic work the student submits as his/her own.  Students
may generally discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but the
actual work must be done by the student alone.  When an assignment involves research with
outside sources of information, the student must carefully acknowledge exactly what they are,
and where and how he/she has employed them.

Source Acknowledgement: All members of the Coker University community are expected to
adhere to the strictest standards regarding the acknowledgment of the use of another person’s
words, ideas, opinions, or theories.  Individual instructors and disciplines may employ different
methods of citation and acceptable sources (e.g., Sources taken from the Internet may not be
acceptable in some classes).  It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with the guidelines
for citation in their various courses.

o  Direct Quotation.  All verbatim quotations, regardless of length, must be appropriately
footnoted or otherwise attributed to the original source.

o  Paraphrase.  To avoid using extremely long quotations, paraphrasing is recommended.  Any
paraphrased ideas or phrases must be appropriately footnoted or otherwise cited.

o  General Acknowledgement.  If a piece of academic work has been generally or specifically
influenced by the words or ideas of another person, that source must be cited, even if quotation
or paraphrasing of text is not employed.

o  Collaboration.  Only when permitted by the instructor are students allowed to collaborate with
others in their work.  If collaboration is permitted, the use of another student’s ideas or work
must be properly cited.

Students should contact their instructors for the specific standards and methods that might apply
to individual academic assignments or courses.  The information above should serve only as a
general guideline for acknowledgment of sources at the University.”



If you plagiarize a paper or part of a paper in this class, the consequences could vary from failure
on the assignment to failure for the course.  I will decide the consequences based on the severity
of the offense. All cases of plagiarism will be reported to the dean’s office and put in your
permanent file. In view of these consequences, I would advise that you check with me before
you submit work if you think that there is any chance that you may have committed accidental
plagiarism.

Asking a friend, a family member, or anyone else to revise any of your work is a form of
academic dishonesty.  You are responsible for completing every task related to any project
assigned in this course.  Do not jeopardize your course grade by “collaborating.” Getting
assistance from me or from a tutor at the Writer’s Studio, however, is encouraged.



Discussion Forum Rules and grading

1. Draft- 70 points

Your draft should be:

● at least 2 pages double spaced
● contain an introduction, a body, and a conclusion (at that point)
● some of the quotes you will be using
● NOT in outline format, but essay format
● This is your homework, so make sure to use correct grammar, spelling, and

punctuation!

2. 2 (TWO) Secondary Responses- 30 points

For your two reviews of peers' drafts, make sure to address some of the questions in this
form. Write at least 10 lines in your
review.http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson-docs/Peer-Editing_Argument
ative_Essay.pdf

Primary Posts are graded on content and form. Successful posts will consider aspects of the
readings or the topic that have not been addressed or provide additional examples to help
support an interpretation, or they make connections between the texts and modern life.

Primary Posts earn a maximum of 70 points per week

Secondary Responses are graded on how well they respond to the original post and the clarity
of the writing. The response should connect, but they should also raise questions or provide
additional information or alternate points of view. Successful posts will consider aspects that
we have not discussed, provide additional examples to support an interpretation, or make
connections between the text and modern life.

Secondary Posts earn a maximum of 30 points.

All posts are to be thoughtful, edited, and professional pieces of writing.

Grading rules for discussion posts:

85-100 points: Demonstrates an imaginative, insightful, and intelligent presentation of ideas, in
addition to excellent (concrete and specific) content, logical arrangement, and correct style.

70-85 points: A competent coverage of the topic, logical arrangement, and clear style, but
would benefit from another revision to correct errors in mechanics or documentation.

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson-docs/Peer-Editing_Argumentative_Essay.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson-docs/Peer-Editing_Argumentative_Essay.pdf


60-70 points: Meets the assignment adequately. Errors at the local level interfere with
meaning. Ideas are not sufficiently developed or supported.

50-60 points: Glaring defects in content, organization, or style. Ideas are expressed in
generalities, sections need extensive revision, and/or sentences contain serious errors in
Standard Written English.

0-50 points: Fails to meet the requirements of the assignment. There is an unacceptable defect
in content, arrangement, or style.

The overall grade for Discussions will be assessed using the percentage values outlined in the
syllabus.

ENG 111 TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
Week 1
Introductions Forum NOT GRADED
Readings:
"What We Really Miss about the 1950's" and " The Color of Family Ties"
Forum 1 is due Thursday; Forum 2 is due Sunday- Rhetorical Triangle-Visual Portfolio

Week 2
Essay 1 assigned
Draft 1- Forum 3 is due Thursday
Essay 1 is due Sunday (conferences available)

Week 3
Readings: “City of Broken Dreams”; ”Class in America”;  “How the Other Half Banks”
Toulmin system outlines- Forum 4 is due Thursday

Week 4
Essay 2 assigned
Draft 2- Forum 5 is due Thursday
Essay 2 is due Sunday (conferences available)

Week 5
PPT is assigned Monday
PPT is due Sunday

Final Exam: 2.5-hour exam paper taken online during a window of 48 hours




